
 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

Dear President of the V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University, and Academician Vil 

Savbanovich Bakirov, 

Dear dean of the School of Physics and Technology Professor Igor Girka, 

Dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen! 
 

Do you know why I am so proud to be a FizTech man? 
 

Because people help you to get there and teach how ask questions and how to find 

answers. 
 

During our first visit to FizTech in 1983 I did not have 5 kopeek to get on the bus 36 

and I asked Igor Girka, now the respected Professor and Dean, to lend them to me (it 

helped me to make a decision and become the FizTech student. Igor – have I ever 

returned them back to you?) so I decided to take the entrance exam.  

During the exam, Professor Azarenkov, now the Deputy President, asked me a very 

non-trivial question with the answer not clearly known even for second or even third-

year students, and I think that quantum physics is still seeking clear experimental 

answers to that question. Impressed with my response, he virtually relieved me from 

any further questioning and I became a FizTech student.  

This inspired me to keep asking non-trivial questions all the time and right after my first 

university lecture, I asked one of our leading Professors Zima “what is the difference 

between RAVNO and TOZHDESTVENNO RAVNO”. I don’t quite remember what is 

the difference from “Mat Analiz” point of view – but this gave me a lesson to appreciate 

the importance to asking questions, asking for help when you need it (and help others in 

a similar way), and most importantly, not to take anything for granted, pose 

fundamental questions and seek answers and solutions. This is what science is all about! 
 

All my greatest wishes to my FizTech and the University on this memorable 

anniversary! 
 

Kostya Ostrikov,  

Honourable Doctor of FizTech, FizTech Graduate, 1989 

Chief Executive Officer Science Leader of  

CSIRO Materials Science and Engineering, Australia 

January 29, 2015 

http://www.csiro.au/Organisation-Structure/Divisions/CMSE/Surfaces-and-

Nanosciences/KostyaOstrikov.aspx 
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Prof. Vil S. Bakirov 

President of the 

V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University 

UKRAINE 

 

Pisa, January 23
rd

, 2015 

 

Subject: 210
th

 Anniversary of the Karazin Kharkiv National University 

 

Dear Prof. Bakirov, 

 

In the name of the European Nuclear Education Network (ENEN) that I am representing as President, I 

wish to congratulate you and all the persons working and studying at the V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National 

University for the 210
th

 Anniversary of your prestigious institution. 

Long traditions in studies like yours constitute the basis for continuing improvements in 

science and humanities, two aspects that are of so much importance in the benefit of mankind. A 

complete range of teaching offer, as the V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University has, is the tangible 

demonstration that all the disciplines should cooperate in developing a better world, a need that we 

feel particularly in these days.  

The “motto” COGNOSCERE; DOCERE, ERUDIRE, that I can see in the homepage of your 

website, synthesises in an excellent way the mission of Universities anywhere in the world, being 

elaborating culture for teaching and making possible the personal growth of young people. For 

reaching this objective, as each one of us working at University is convinced of, it is worth dedicating 

our whole life, making new generations inheriting our knowledge, loving to push forward its frontiers 

and, in turn, becoming teachers of others.  

Since 2011 the Karazin Kharkiv National University is Member of ENEN. This is a honour for us 

that allows to entertain exchanges for which I see important developments. I am sure that, also thanks 

to the friendship with Prof. Igor Girka, our relations will tighten and deepen, including exchanges of 

students and teachers that are among the best ways to promote free circulation of ideas and culture. 

Again, please accept our best wishes for this important anniversary and let us find more and 

more occasions for positive interactions. 

 

Yours Respectfully, 

Walter Ambrosini 

President of the 

European Nuclear Education Network 

 


